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21      WOMEN IN CHURCH
Bp Pecock is, so far as I know, the only medieval theologian who
dares so to expound i Cor. xi. 3-10 as to give far greater liberty of
costume than modern interpretations allow: and the fact is interesting,
quite apart from the probability that Pecock mistakes his author's words
(Represser, R. S., I. 118).
Also noughwhere in Holi Scripture is mensioun mad or
eny ensaumpling doon, that a womman schulde were upon her
heer1 and heed eny coverchief of lynnen threde or of silk.
Forwhi3 the coveryng with which a wommannys heed oughte
be covered, wherof Holi Scripture spekith in the pistlis of
Foul, was only the heer of wommennys heed unschorn; and
of noon other coveryng to wommennys heedis spekith Holi
Scripture. And, here agens3, Holi Scripture wole4 that men
schulden lacke the coveryng which wommen schulden have;
and thei schulden so lacke bi that that the heeris of her5 heedis
schulden be schorne, and schulde not growe in lengthe doun
as wommanys heer schulde growe.
22      A PROTESTANT WOMAN
Margery Backster, wife of a carpenter at Martham in Norfolk, was
accused of heresy before the Bishop of Norwich in 1428. Joan Cliffland
deposed as follows against her (Foxe, Acts and Monuments, vol. in. 1844,
p. 594). The episcopal register makes no further mention of Margery
Backster; we do not know what became of her.
First, That the said Margery Backster did inform this
deponent, that she should in no case swear; saying to her in
English: "Dame, beware of the bee, for every bee will sting;
and therefore take heed you swear not, neither by God, neither
by our lady, neither by any other saint; and if ye do contrary,
the bee will sting your tongue and venom your soul6,"
Item, This deponent being demanded by the said Margery,
what she did every day at church; she answered, that she
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8 Inquisitors' manuals specify, among symptoms suggestive of heresy, any strong
objection to swearing.   Chaucer illustrates this very plainly (C.T. B, 1170):
The Persone him answerde, *B6nediriUl
What eyleth the man, so sinfully to swere P
Our Hoste answerde, *0 Jankyn, be ye there?
I smell a Loller in the wind,' quoth he.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